'

AFRICA ASIT ISAND ASIT WAS: T.J. Alldridge Writesof Progressin Sierra Leone* Alfred J. Sv

New York Times (1857-1922); Apr 9, 1910;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New Y ork Times (1851-2008)

pg. BR4 _

AFRICA ASITIS -

AND AS IT WAS

T. J. Alldri;; Writes of Progress
in Sierra Leoné,* Alfred J.

Swann of 26 Years of
the Slave Trade.

WO IEnglishmen, who spent long
‘ periods in Africa beginning at

times "not long subsequent to:

the years during which Living-
stone and Stanley made their explora-
tions and discoveries, have written
books materially helpful to an appre-
ciation of the great and beneficent
changes that have taken place In the
Dark Continent In the last quarter of
a century.

One of these writers, Mr. Alfred J.
Swann, went Into Central Africa in
1882 and labored there under the di-
rection of the London Missionary Soci-
ety. He glves us vivid pictures of the

days when the white man’s life in Af-

rica was full of adventure, hardship,
and peril, and the black man’s exist-
ence had not yet lost any of its hid-
eousness. The other writer, Mr. T. J.
Alldridge, formerly an official of the
Crown Colony of Sierra Leone, bases
his book both on his early experiences
in the country and on a recent tour
of observation, and shows how a wise
and kimdly British local Government
has worked out a wonderful transfor-
mation.

In his opening chapter Mr. Swann
fairly summarizes the situation he and
his associates encountered when they
began their work. As he put it, * The
great partition of Africa by the powers
had not taken place, and not one of the
now great protectorates of East Africa,
Uganda, and Nyasaland had become a
part of the British Empire. The whole
of the east coast and the interior was
either in the hands of native chiefs,
Arabs, or Marima half castes, whq had
all one object, and whose ambition was
to sell and transport to the coast as
many of the inhabjtants as they could
possibly capture.” Out of thls situa-
tion there had developed almost unbe-
lievable brutality and inhumanity.

Mr. Swann had gone only a short dis-
tance from the coast when he met Tip-
pu-Tib’s annual caravan of slaves
which had been captured in the remote
fnterior. From a conversation he had
with one of the guards it is possible to
get a pretty good idea of what Central
Africa wus like in 1882. The conversa-
tion opened wken the guard's atten-
tion was directed to the fact that many
of the slaves twere unfit to carry loads.
To this the guard smilingly replied:
* They have no choice. They must go
or die.” Then came a series of ques-
tions and answers:

* Have you lost many on the road?*

u;n (es, numbers have died of starva-

. Any run away?’’
“ No, they are too well guarded.

Only those who become possessed with

the devil try to escape; there is no-
where they could run to if they should

*“ What do you do when they become
too {1l to travel? '

** Spear them at once. For if we did
not, others would pretend they were i1l
in order to avold carrying their loads,
No, we ncver Jeave them alive on the
road; they all know our custom.’

‘1 see women carrying not only a
child on their backs, but in addition a
tusk of ivory or other burden oy their
beads. What do you do in thefr case
when they become too weak to carry
both child and ivory? Who carrles the
fvory? "

‘* She does. We cannot leave wvalu-
able ivory on the road. We spear the
child and make her burden lighter,
lvory first, child afterward! "

This was Mr. Swann's introduction to
the actval Africa of the titme. He says
he understood at once what Living-
stone meant and felt when he wrote:

Thousands perish In internecine
wars, waged for slaves with their own
clansmen or neighbors: slain by the
lust for gain which is stimulated by
the slave purchasers. The many skel-
etons we have scen among the rocks
and woouds, by the pools, and along
the paths of the wilderness, all testify
to the awful sacrifice of human life
which must be utiributed directly or
indirectly to this trade of hell.

It was to fight against slavery and
other forms of inhumanity, and in every
way possible to work for the uplifting
of the African nuatives, that Mr. Swann
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and Mr, Alldridge went out from Eng-
land. Each has lived to see a great
improvement in the section in ‘which
his activities were engaged, And each
speaks hopefully of the future.

It was Mr. Swgnn's good fortune to
be assoclated with a large and Inter-
esting enterprise. The London Mission-
ary Society, having received a consid-
erable sum of money to be used ex-
pressly in mission work in the region
of Lake Tanganyika, decfded it must
have a steamboat on the lake. In pur-
suance of this decision it contracted
for a steel vessel to be shipped in sec-
tions to Madagascar, whence it would
be taken to the African coast for trans-
portation on wagons to the lake that
was to be its home. Mr. Swann was
one of the party sent out to put the
vessel together and to help in the work
it was designed to facllitate., The ves-
sel was very appropriately christened
Good News, and there is no. doubt
whatever that it quickly proved itself
a great boon to the tribes living along
the Tanganyika coast line, which meas-
ures close to 1,000 miles,

Mr. Swann made many voyages In
the Good News and came to know the
Tanganyika country thoroughly and to
be on friendly terms with its many peo-
ples. He spent twenty-six of his years
in Africa before hjs final retirement to
England.

ADVENTURES OF AN A. D. C.-

HE Adventures of an A. D. C..,” by
Shelland Bradley, (the John Lane
Company, $1.560,) is not a first book,

but should it chance to be the first from
its author which has come into any read-
ers’ hands its immediate effect upon him
will be to make him fare promptly forth
and possess himself of the others. It s
one of those "delightfully intimate books
about India which make Anglo-Indians of
us all; not a novel, but a series of
sketches of the fictitious men and women
frequenting the Government House of the
hil} station of Monaling.

Encyclopaedias refuse to give interpreta-
tlon to the eryptic * A. D. C.,”" which may
stand for *‘ald de camp.” - At any rate
the A. D. C. of the book is an aid to the
Licttenant Governor—the social secre-
tary, arraager of functions, announcer of
guests, and general arbiter elegantarium
at Governmaent House. His pictures of
natives and ‘ heaven-borns,” (i. e., clv-
ilans,) of social aspirants and of those
who have arrived; " of °* globe-trotters,””
of the Governor and his family, are all
as clever and as vjvid as possible. The
gussip as retailed by * Berengaria'' is
just as delightful as real gossip—and we
*“can’t say falrer than that''-—-while the
chapter containing letters and telegrams
from “ Babus’ and others is simply de-
licious.

There is an [lluminating conversation
between “two A. D. C.'s and a Private
Secretary,’”” showing how England’'s Gov-
ernment of India §s regarded by those
English who view it from the Inside. We
note especially the objection to selecting
members of the civil service on the
ground of examination alone, * without
regard to mental, moral, or physieal fit-
ness.” The kind of man wanted is ‘‘ not
the bookworm, who has mugged up half
a dozen subjects, but who has no pbys-
fque and no more breadth of view than
a porpoise, and no manners into the bar-
gain. For if any place ever wanted a
gentleman—a pucca Saheb—it {s India.
It is an insult to send some clumsy boor,
with the tact and manners of an ele-
phant, to rule over a courteous, high-
dborn race, which g quicker to spot de-
ticlencles of breeding than any other I
have ever come across.'

* The Adventures of an A. D. C.” s a
capital book to rest one’'s mind on, giving
not the feather-bed kind of rest, but that
far better sort, which comes from ex-
hilarating exercise. As the above quota-
tion shows, it is more than that, fur-
nishing food for thought as well as a
sparkling cup of enjoyment.
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ENGLISH OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.

A lot of curious matter iz to be found
in the transcriptions from old records,
which appear in the work entitled “ A
Formula Bock of English Official His-
torical Documents,” (Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, $2.50.) edited by Herbert Hall
of his Majesty’'s Record Office, who holds
the post of Reader in Palaeography in the
University of London. Part I. of this
book, published not Jong ngo. dealt with
charters, writs, and letters; Part If., just
isfued, bhas to do with ministerial and
judiclal records, some of which date back
to the ecarly years of the ninth century.
The records relate to assessments, sur-
veys, inquisitions of various sorts, royal
accounts, judicial proceedings, marriages
and wardships, and a variety of matters
pertaining to feudal tenure. Most of
them are in Latin, but some of the most
tnteresting are taken from fac sfiniles of
Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, and some, no-
tably those of the rcign of Henry VIIL,
appear !n the quaint English of his day.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




